1/15/26 Camp Chamberlain
Attendees:
· Tim Bickford, ME ARNG 
· Jon Bailey, TNC 
· John Veale, MDIFW
· Chris McCandless, USFWS
· Ryan Robicheau, MDIFW
· Connor White, MDIFW 
· Parker Schuermann, NPS
· Chris McCandless, USFW
· Joe Mints, MFS
· Sean Melanson, NWS Caribou
· Stephen Baron, NWS Gray
· Amanda Farris, TNC
· Andrew Deci, MCHT
· Dan Holmberg, MCHT
· Rose Abramoff, UMO
· Aliesha Black, MFS
Review of last meetings minutes
· Aliesha Black takes over as Chair position
Member-at-Large	
· Tim Bickford nominated John Veale for the Member-at-Large position and it was voted upon unanimously. 
Vice-Chair
· No one volunteered for the Vice-Chair position.  It was decided to give those in attendance time to reflect and nominate and we will hold an online vote.
TREX 25 Review
· Talk about the 2025 ME Trex: Link to that page ​here​
· Very successful
· Networks
· So excited that we burned during the drought
· Funding was clutch last minute from FWS
· The sooner the burn happens, I.e., not in dormant season the better.

Updating Website
· Was discussed for TREX information
· Friends of Acadia photos need to be credited when used
Training Update
· TNC
· Jon Bailey gave an update on the York County Wildfire Academy.  They are holding a meeting in early February to make final decisions on the classes to be presented.   
· Hybrid 130/190 with a field day, UTV/ATV safety
· Combined resources to fund the budget for the Academy
· TNC refresher in Wells will be on 4/2
· Jon also discussed hosting an RT-130 for the Wabanaki, as they want to increase their burning on lands.
· DOI
· Mid Atlantic February 4 RT130
· USFW (after 2/23) will hold RT-130s with dates to follow
· MEARNG
· Tim Bickford is proposing an RT130 in the summer, details to follow
· Camp Edwards (MA) will hold a training Academy
· MFS 
· 3 RT130s: 
· 2/28 in the Southern Region
· 3/14 Central Region 
· 4/12 Northern Region
· MFS will also hold an Academy June 19-21, with the same rotation of classes. 
· Southern Region: Outdoor 130/190 and S-131
· Central Region: S-212 and a Driver/Operator Class for those wanting to drive State of Maine equipment
· Norther Region: S-211
Outreach Update
· Discussed the UMaine collaboration
· Tall timbers has a prescribed fire planning tool (hub)
· Maine Land Trust conference.  April 28 and 29. There is a spot open for fire to do a presentation: contact Andrew Deci of Maine Coast Heritage Trust
Rose Abramoff UMO
· Rose is a forest ecologist working closely with social scientists integrating the biophysical sciences with the social sciences to tackle various sustainability issues. She spoke to us about her project, “overcoming barriers to fire risk mitigation in the Northeastern US”.
· She spoke about the Mitchell Center for Sustainability funding a grant for this project.  She also spoke about the Mitchell Center panel upcoming on prescribed fire in February.
· 2 year project
· First prescribed burn in the Old Town/Orono area in a long time.
· Learn and Burn/Demonstration type of event.  They will be interviewing the participants and attendees.  They are working on deciding the audience for participation.
· Rose would like Council input for what the Council would find useful for research.  
They are tentatively planning interview participants about their perceptions of prescribed fire and prescription perceptions of their barriers to prescribe fire use.
· Potentially offer a fire ecology course in the coming.
· Question posed to the group: What entity has the largest ability for growth in prescribed fire?
· The Council told Rose we would try to come up with some ideas and get back to her.
Burns and Grants
· NPS
· Pooler Farm (10 Ac)
· Jordan Pond Blueberry Fiels (1Ac)
· Fly Farm (1.5 ac)
· USFWS
o Monomoy 90ac
o Deantito, Biddeford pool Days landing and another (15 ac)
· ME trust land
o 120 acres
· TNC
o RX in Kennebunk Plains & Waterboro Barrens 
o Thinning for southern pine beetle
o Indigenous partners and new blueberry barrens are a potential for fall burns
· ME National guard
o Hollis - 350 ac - would like to burn, masticated last year
· State
o BPL,Rome: blueberry barrens, one site ready for true spring, other sites need improvement.  BPL Downeast Red Pine and blueberry.
o UMaine Demeritt Forest project
o NFFPC got a WRR grant for 100k for RX training and equipment, TREX 
WX
· Sean Melanson Fire WX program lead for Caribou
· Still in a drought
· Weak and equal chance no good signal for potential precip.  High uncertainty
· RAWS in Northern Maine,  Bill Greaves, Maine Northwoods, was concerned about fire danger ratings up north
Discussion points:
· Ask Rose about invasive plants and fire research assistance to MNAP
· Interviewing people before and after demonstration burns
· Burn Associations to discuss sharing insurance liability
· M-410 would be a useful class to help build capacity
· S-290 suggested as a useful class for the areA

Next meeting: July 15, 2026 @ 0930 at Maine Forest Service HQ, Bolton Hill in Augusta.

